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When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.
— Colossians 3:4

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Peter is an eyewitness: The Lord is
risen (Acts 10:34a, 37-43).

Psalm — This is the day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad (Psalm 118).

(1) Second Reading — All who are baptized, set your
hearts in heaven (Colossians 3:1-4) or

(2) Second Reading — Christ our Passover is sacri-
ficed; therefore let us celebrate (1 Corinthians 5:6b-8).

Gospel — Three witnesses, Mary, Peter, and John; each
responds to the empty tomb (John 20:1-9) or

Matthew 28:1-10 (or, at an afternoon or evening Mass,
Luke 24:13-35).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
Jn20:11-18

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-
35

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-
48

Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a;
Jn21:1-14

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-21; Mk 16:9
-15

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-
24; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31

CHRIST HAS RISEN

Where is your sting, O death? Where is your
victory, O hell? Christ has risen, and you are over-
thrown. Christ has risen, and the demons have fallen.
Christ has risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ has
risen, and life reigns. Christ has risen, and not one
dead rests in the grave. For Christ having risen from
the dead became the first-fruits of them that slept. To
him be glory and majesty to ages of ages. Amen.

—Byzantine Pentekostarion

SEEDS OF FAITH

There is a brevity, a certain terseness, in the scripture read-
ings for Easter Sunday. Peter’s speech in Acts is built of
direct, pointed sentences. Paul’s letters are based on
straightforward creed-like statements. Even the Gospel
story only briefly recounts what will turn out to be one of
the most remarkable events in human history—the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead. Advertising agents call
these encapsulated points of information “bullet points.”
Scripture scholars call them kerygmata, or “kernels” of our
faith. Actually, “kernels” or “seeds” are good terms for
these statements, since throughout the Easter season, we
will hear in the Acts of the Apostles, the Letters of Paul,
and the Gospel accounts of the days following the Resur-
rection exactly how these kerygmata began to flower, how
they continued to grow through the life of the early church.
May these Easter “seeds” of faith serve a similar purpose
for us, too, so that the life of the Risen Christ will flourish
in us and through our witness in the coming days.
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The Lenten journey is now complete, its mission of renew-
al and preparation to receive new life fulfilled. The call to wor-
ship the Risen Lord has been received, and we gather to experi-
ence together the consoling presence of Christ in word and
sacrament. We are at our best today, crowded and cramped to
be sure, but the fullest sign of who were are meant to be. Christ
has claimed us in the waters of baptism, we have acquired
wonderful companions, and together we can accomplish great
things.

This is the day for rekindling the old flames of baptismal
commitment, so we light the paschal candle, and by its light we
make yet again the ancient promises to reject evil’s grip and
empty promises. Today we do not recite the Creed, but respond
with one voice to age-old questions. New life has to be nur-
tured, both the life of the newly baptized and the renewed life
of those who have passed through Lent’s refining prayer, fast-
ing, and giving alms. At any Mass during the next fifty days,
you may be surprised by grace and splashed by water!
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